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Lessons of Nature from the Backyard 


Guest Speaker John Lenagan, from ANGAIR was introduced as a 
former architect, who since retiring has been around the world in the 
pursuit of conservation photography. John treats his nature 

subjects as characters who bring their own personality to his photo- 
eraphs, like subjects sitting for a portrait. He is the Ahn Doh of the 
natural world! 

John has been to Madagascar, Brazil, West Papua, Sabah and also 
Australia’s wet tropics. He has produced articles for magazines and 
some wonderful films of underwater habitats on YouTube. He is 
passionate about ecology and the circle of life and the interactions 
between lifeforms. 

John pointed out the little known or appreciated world of the soil 
and the web of abundant life that exists underneath our feet. 

One astonishing fact was that there is three times as much animal 
life in the soil than there 1s above ground. 
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John showed us a bewildering series of images of representatives of 
the various trophic levels starting with lichens which are surprising 
producers of food, some using chlorophyll to achieve this. Fungi and 
slime moulds are the main decomposers fulfilling the vital role of 
breaking down substances and transferring nutrients throughout the 
environment. Some are also parasites invading and often killing their 
insect hosts. 
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bivorous grasshoppers and lepidopteran caterpillars, beetle larvae, 
weevils, jewel beetles, and sawflies. Moths provided a magnificent 
photo of the large antennae on some species. John explained that 
these antennae are basically pheromone detectors, involved in 
finding a mate, a critical activity. 


Antennae — 
pheramone receptors 


We also saw recyclers and scavengers such as dung beetles, carrion 
beetles and rove beetles. Among the bugs, there are numerous sap- 
suckers and some ant species “farm” these creatures, protecting 
them from predators and feeding on the sugary exudate they 
produce. 


More predators included hunters and scavengers like the bull ants 
and jumping jacks. Specialist predators such as spiders, assassin 
bugs, mantids, wasps and robberflies also provide a valuable pest 
control service. Plenty of insects have developed remarkable 
mimicking powers to fool their predators and John showed some 
examples of these. 
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Perhaps John’s best picture was that of the spider eyes, and not just 
the eyes, but the hair! These subjects look right into the lens and 
look straight at you. John happily acknowledged that these were 
taken by someone else, so we cannot reproduce them here. 


John also showed some great examples of pollinators including 
insects, birds and bats. Birds also have multiple functions within an 
ecosystem, often feeding 1n specific niches such as flowers, nectar, 
under bark, etc. 


Water as a resource for nature 1s an important component in any eco- 
system. John urged members to give some thought to the placement 
of water to ensure protection and make it easy for creatures to use, 
such as lots of shelter, escape routes and good landing spots. Keep- 
ing water containers clean is also important. 
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John’s ability to show the variety of ecological roles — pollination, 
pest control, decomposition, etc was most welcome and he gave 
everyone a new appreciation of the complimentary and dependant 
activities that occur in our gardens and bushland every day. 


The club sent a “Wattles of Ballarat” book to John to thank him for 
the time and effort he made 1n presenting such a wonderful set of 
images. 
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SEANA CAMP OCTOBER 20721 
It’s not too late to join us as we host this event. There are still places 
available for Ballarat Field Nats to register and attend any of the 
exciting excursions and other activities over the weekend of Oct 22 
to 24, starting Friday evening with two local speakers and supper. 
We have 5 planned excursions per day to sites around Ballarat 
including Lake Wendouree and gardens, Woorookarung RP, Lal Lal 
and Buninyong geology, grasslands in the Golden Plains, Trust For 
Nature properties and Enfield State Forest, Clarkesdale and many 
more. 
If you are keen to come along, contact Emily, Bill or Kathy fora 
registration form for all the details. 
We'd love to have a strong contingent of locals who can help show 
off their home town to our visitors! 
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The Great Southern BioBlitz (GSB) is on again this year and it just 
happens to coincide with the SEANA weekend. 

It runs from 12.00 midnight Friday October 22 to 11.59 pm Monday 
October 25. 

Some might argue that this is most inconvenient, but as SEANA 
hosts, we will have over 50 extra field nats making observations in at 
least 5 different places each day, so that should expand our capacity 
to grow our lists. 


The BioBlitz 1s a unique opportunity for you to get out and about and 
capture (on film) as many animals and plants and fungi and birds and 
worms and snails and anything else living, that you find. Worldwide, 
there are 15 countries taking part from South America, Oceania and 
Africa. Each country is likely to have hundreds of observers through- 
out and in Australia we already have 30 separate regions 1n 7 states 
and territories represented in Victoria by locals such as Geelong, 
Castlemaine, Surf Coast, Buloke, Ballarat, and more in and around 
Melbourne. 


We have set up an area which covers Ballarat and surrounding shires. 
Images can be uploaded to the iNaturalist website where we have set 
up a Ballarat Region BioBlitz 2021 project page. 


All images posted to iNaturalist during the BioBlitz weekend will be 
automatically added to our project if they occur within the Ballarat 
Region, as defined 1n iNaturalist. 

Or you can send images to with some infor-mation about where and 
when it was taken and perhaps an ID. 


To explore the GSB 2021 and find out more use the following links: 


https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-202 1- 


ballarat-region 


https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/egreat-southern-bioblitz-202 |- 
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EXCELLENT VIDEO ON CARBON BALANCE 
IN LOCAL EUCALYPT FORESTS 


If you've wondered about the ‘steel towers' in the Wombat Forest on 
the road between Newlyn and Barkstead, you can find some answers 
in a talk given by Dr Stefan Arndt of Uni Melbourne to Wombat 
ForestCare recently. 


The 'Flux Towers’ and other instruments are used to measure 
changes in Carbon Balance over the years, and between different 
seasons, and for three Eucalyptus species. In very dry times, trees 
can lose more CO2 (through Respiration) than they sequester. 
NET Carbon balance over the whole year is positive but varies 
between 6 tonnes and 14 tonnes per hectare. 

The species with highest productivity and Net Sequestration was 
E. obliqua (Messmate/Stringybark), and the lowest producer was 
E radiata (Narrow-leaf Peppermint). 


It's great to have these data on local forests, and we congratulate 
Stefan, Lauren Bennet and other researchers at Creswick and 
Burnley campuses. Stefan has also supplied us with copies of 8 
research papers on which the talk was based, as well as his slides for 
his talk, entitled "Wombat Forest and Climate Change". 


See the Presentation at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py0p42 ZNho 


John Petheram 
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Julio Najera takes readings 
at a Wombat Forest Flux Tower 
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This Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis was photographed by 
local Lake Wendouree resident Bruce Sidebottom. This bird has 
been hanging around the little island off Windmill Drive known as 
Yuille Island. 

The Buff-banded Rail feeds on crustaceans, molluscs, insects, seeds, 
fruit, frogs, carrion and refuse. It mostly feeds early in the morning 
and in the evening. 

It nests in long grass, tussocks, rushes or crops and makes an unlined 
cup-shaped nest of grasses or reeds. Both parents incubate and the 
young will leave the nest within 24 hours. Both parents remain with 
the young, which usually feed themselves, though the female may 
feed them as well. Two broods may be raised in some seasons. 


8 


Quiz time 


How many of these collective names for birds do you know? 


Murder Crown Skein 
Phalanx Parliament Exultation 
Scoop Muster Huddle 
Mob Raft Clattering 
Bevy Siege Wake 


Answers next month 


Now, match the animal with their collective name 


Jellyfish Wombats Ferrets Sloths 
Whales Crocodiles Cheetahs Pandas 
Gnus Bats Kangaroos Boars 
Rhinoceros Echidnas 

colony or cauldron sounder implausibility 
mob parade embarrassment 
coalition stubbornness or crash 

wisdom pod, gam, or herd bed 

smack bask business 
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#CLIMATE NOW 


From 
Zali Steggall, 
MP 
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Last month, the Energy and Environment Committee published its 
inquiry report into the Climate Change Bills and yesterday, the 
chair of the Committee publicly presented the report back to the 
House of Representatives. I had the opportunity to introduce an 
accompanying, dissenting report to the House to show how 
strenuously I object to the government's decision not to 
recommend the Bills be adopted. 
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I want to take the opportunity again to thank everyone who made a 
submission to the inquiry in support of the Climate Change Bill. 
Business groups, environmental groups, health groups, unions and 
of course, thousands of everyday Australians unified in calling on 
the government to commit to a Net Zero deadline, and take urgent 
action to address climate change. 


In recommending that the Bills be "not adopted," LNP chair Ted 

O'Brien was utterly unconvincing with any of his three arguments: 

l. He said that an independent commission would compromise 
the integrity of our democracy. An intelligent government 
seeks the guidance of independent experts, as with the pan- 
demic, rather than ignore their advice. And is it really demo- 
cratic to shun climate action when 70-80% of Australians in 
recent polls support doing more’? 

On He said that the creation of an independent commission 
would replicate work already being done by existing 
gsovernment departments. But how can we trust the 
government to do the right thing when during the inquiry, 
the Dept of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources admit- 
ted that the government had not yet asked it to model how 
we get to net zero? 

3. He said that it would be “irresponsible for a government to 
legislate for such a hard target" (as net zero by 2050) 
without consideration of the how." The Coalition have been 
in power for over eight years with NO substantive attempt to 
address the "how." 

Does the Morrison government consider the governments of the 

US, the UK, the EU, Japan, Korea, Canada and others to be 

irresponsible’?! 
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As with so many issues at the moment, this government is more 
concerned with playing politics than introducing good policy, and 
does everything in its power to dodge the real issues and be account- 
able. 


Even though the government has once again failed Australians on 
climate action by not supporting the Bill at this time, this fight 1s far 
from over. The report on the Bill has been referred for further 
discussion in the Federation Chamber at Parliament House and I am 
revising the original Bill to incorporate additional amendments 
arising from the inquiry process so I can re-present it. 


Australia’s climate change policy will come under increasing 
scrutiny as the world prepares for the UN Climate Change 
Conference “Cop 26” in Glasgow starting on October 31st. Continue 
to make your voice heard: 


Write to your local federal MP asking them to support a debate and 
vote on the Climate Change Bill 


Write to your local newspaper in support with a letter to the editor 
Call in to your local radio station with your frustration 

Organise meetings with friends and neighbours to talk about climate 
change impacts and how they might impact your community and 
your lives. 

If you are able to, make a donation at climateactnow.com.au 

SO We can continue the campaign to introduce meaningful climate 


legislation for Australia. 


Keep an eye on the ClimateActNow.com.au website and social 
media pages for updates as Cop26 approaches. 


Kind Regards 


Zali Steggall OAM MP 
Member for Warringah 


www.climateactnow.com.au 
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Excursions and Meetings in 2021 - For your Diary! 
Sept 3 - 7.30 pm Club meeting via Zoom. 
Guest speaker Judith Bailey will talk about “Moon wobbles” plus 
other astronomical matters of interest. Although this is not our usual 
nature offering, the physical universe around us 1s just as much part 
of the natural world as the trees, the wind and the rivers. 
Sun Sept 5 Anticipating that lockdown will be over by then, you are 
invited to Dereel and Enfield to view native orchids. Meet at the 
Dereel Hall, Swamp Rd at 10.00 am to be led by Emily Noble. 


Oct 1 - We plan to have this club meeting live and in person 
(+Zoom) at Gillies St. Speaker is Andrea Kellaher (DEL WP) to talk 
on “Habitat Hectare’, a method of vegetation assessment. 

Oct 3 - Excursions to Woowookarung RP (am) and Sparrow Ground 
(pm) led by John Petheram and Val Hocking respectively. 

We hope you can join us. 

Oct 22-24 - SEANA Camp weekend - more information soon. 


All meetings and excursions are subject to the ever-changing COVID 
restrictions and planned events may have to change at short notice. 
We will try to notify members of any changes to our activities. 

Of course, if you are not well or suffering any flu-like symptoms, 
please stay at home. 


Committee 
President Bill Elder 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
Bernadette Cheesman 
Val Hocking 
Graeme Lunt 
John Petheram 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Bill Elder 

Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfinc@gmail.com 
Meetings - due to COVID-19, meetings may have number limits applied. 


Members will be kept informed of meeting venues and any restrictions as 
needed. 
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